ORLANDO Clinical Learning
HEALTH Laboratory Education Brief April 23, 2020

COVID-19 Laboratory Testing Methods
Second option now available

Effective immediately, in addition to the COVID-19 RT-PCR, there is now a COVID Rapid COVID-19
Abbott IDNow test available. Test selection will be determined and ordered by the patient’s provider.
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Sending the specimens to the lab:
e After collection, place swab back in paper wrapper.

o Affix patient identification label to outside of paper wrapper.
Include collection information.

¢ Place labeled swab in a biohazard bag and seal well.
e Tube or transport specimen to the lab immediately after collection.
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1. After collection, place swab back into the
paper wrapper.

2. Affix patient label to the outside of the paper
wrapper.

3. Place labelled swab in a biohazard bag and
seal before transport.

NOMs and CANMs, please discuss with your staff at unit meetings and team huddles. Learning
Specialists, please post on your units and assign to appropriate team members.

Note: This updated information replaces the “Specimen Collection for COVID-19 IDNOW COVID-19
Rapid Test” Laboratory Ed Brief previously posted.

Reference

Interim Guidelines for Collecting, Handling, and Testing Clinical Specimens from Persons for Coronavirus
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Retrieved from https://www.cdc.gov/ coronavirus/2019-nCoV/lab/quidelines-clinical-specimens.html

For questions, please contact your site Laboratory Department.
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